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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claims 3, 10, and 17, and amend claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 9, 12, 13, 15, 
16* 19, and 20 without prejudice or disclaimer, and add new claim 22, resulting in the 
following set of claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A method of processing manufacturer-funded discounts 
specific to a retailer for a system including a first retailer, a second retailer, and a 
plurality of manufacturers each associated with a respective product, the plurality of 
manufacturers including a first manufacturer having a first computer system , the 
method comprising: 

enabling a price adjustment for a first purchase with the first retaile r, by storing a 
first monetary amount in the first computer system, the first monetary amount 
corresponding to a budget for discounts occurring only in the first retailer : 

enabling a price adjustment for a second purchase with the second retailer, by 
storing a second monetary amount in the first computer system, the second monetary 
amount corresponding to a budget for discounts occurring only in the second retailer 

subsequently, effecting the first purchase with the first retailer; 

generating a first signal storing the transaction amount of corr e spond i ng to the 
first purchase and sending the first signal on a first signal path; 

generating a second signal corresponding to the first purchase and sending the 
second signal on a second signal path; 
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receiving the first signal from the first signal path, and the second signal from the 
second signal path; and 

subsequently, processing the second signal and the transaction amount stored 
in the first signal f i rst a nd s e cond s i gn al s received in the previous step, to generate a 
third signal corresponding to an offset of funds between a selected manufacturer and 
the first retailer, wherein the manufacturer is selected depending on a product 
subjected to the first purchase; 

effecting the second purchase with the second retailer: 

generating a fourth signal storing the transaction amount of the second 
purchase; 

generating a fifth signal corresponding to the second purchase: 

processing the fifth signal and the transaction amount stored in the fourth signal, 

to generate a signal corresponding to an offset of funds between the selected 

manufacturer and the second retailer . 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the first retailer oystom 
includes a store having shelves, products on the shelves, and a display supported by 
one of the shelves, the display displaying a discount level for a product, and the step of 
effecting the first purchase method further includes effecting the first purchase in 
accordance with the display. 

Claim 3 (cancelled). 
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4. (original) The method of claim 3 wherein the second retailer is in competition 
with the first retailer. 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the first computer 
system stores a third p lurali ty of m a nufactur e rs in clud e a f i rsfc fflanu factur e r having a 
comput e r sy s t e m stor i ng a first mon e tary amount, corr e spond i ng to th e pr i c e 
adjustm e nt, and a s e cond monetary amount corresponding to a discount occurring in 
any retailer d i fforont s ystom of d i scounts for the product. 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the first retailer includes 
a plurality of stores each located in a respective building, and receiving the first signal 
includes 

receiving a plurality of first signals from the plurality of stores. 

7. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the system further includes a 
checkout station, the 

first signal path begins at the checkout station and the second signal path begins at the 
checkout station. 



8. (currently amended) In a first system including a first retaile r, a second 
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retailer , and a plurality of manufacturers each associated with a respective produc t, the 
plurality of manufacturers including a first manufacturer having a first computer system , 
a processing system comprising: 

a first monetary amount stored in the first computer system, the first monetary 
amount corresponding to a budget for discounts occurring only in the first retailer; 

a second monetary amount stored in the first computer system, the second 
monetary amount corresponding to a budget for discounts occurring only in the second 
retailer: 

a generator, in the first retailer, that generates a first signal corresponding to a 
price-adjusted first purchase with the first a retailer and sends se nd i ng the first signal 
on a first signal path , after the first monetary amount is stored in the first computer 
system : 

a generator, in the first retailer, that generates a second signal corresponding to 
the price-adjusted first purchase and sends s e nd i ng the second signal on a second 
signal path; and 

a processor that receives the first and second signals, to generate a signal 
corresponding to an offset of funds between a selected manufacturer and the first 
retailer, wherein the manufacturer is selected depending on a product subjected to the 
first purchase ; 

a generator, in the second retailer, that generates a fourth signal corresponding 
to a price-adiusted second purchase with the second retailer and sends the first signal 
on a first signal path: and 
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a generator, in the second retailer, that generates a fifth signal corresponding to 
a price-adiusted second purchase and sends the second signal on a second signal 
path, 

wherein the processor receives the fourth and fifth signals, to generate a signal 
corresponding to an offset of funds between the selected manufacturer and the second 
retailer . 

9. (currently amended) The processing system of claim 8 wherein the first 
retailer syst e m includes a store having shelves, products on the shelves, and a display 
supported by one of the shelves, the display displaying a discount level for a product s 
and the system effects the price-adiusted m ethod fur ther-i nclud e s e ff e ct in g th e first 
purchase in accordance with the display. 

Claim 10 (cancelled). 

1 1 . (original) The processing system of claim 1 0 wherein the second retailer is 
in competition with the first retailer. 

12. (currently amended) The processing system of claim 8 wherein the first 
computer system stores a third s ele ct e d manufactur e r i ncludos a comput e r s yst e m 
stor i ng a f i rst mon e tary amount, corr e spond i ng to th e pr i c e adju s tment, and a s e cond 
monetary amount corresponding to a discount occurring in any retailer di ff e r e nt s y s t e m 
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of d i scounts for the product. 

13. (currently amended) The processing system of claim 8 wherein the first 
retailer includes a plurality of stores each located in a respective building, and the 
processor acts to receive a plurality of first signals from the plurality of stores. 

1 4. (original) The processing system of claim 8 wherein the first system further 
includes a checkout station, the first signal path begins at the checkout station and the 
second signal path begins at the checkout station. 

15. (currently amended) In a first system including a first retaile r, a second 
retailer , and a plurality of manufacturers each associated with a respective produc t, the 
plurality of manufacturers including a first manufacturer having a first computer system , 
a processing system comprising: 

means for enabling a price adjustment for a first purchase with the first retailed 
by storing a first monetary amount in the first computer system, the first monetary 
amount corresponding to a budget for discounts occurring only in the first retailer ; 

means for enabling a price adjustment for a second purchase with the second 
retailer, bv storing a second monetary amount in the first computer system, the second 
monetary amount corresponding to a budget for discounts occurring only in the second 
retailer; 

means for subsequently effecting the first purchase with the first retailer; 
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means for generating a first signal corresponding to the first purchase and 
sending the first signal on a first signal path; 

means for generating a second signal corresponding to the first purchase and 
sending the second signal on a second signal path; 

means for receiving the first signal from the first signal path, and the second 
signal from the second signal path; and 

means for processing the first and second signals received in the previous step, 
to generate a signal corresponding to an offset of funds between a selected 
manufacturer and the first retailer, wherein the manufacturer is selected depending on 
a product subjected to the first purchase ; 

means for effecting the second purchase with the second retailer: 

means for generating a fourth signal corresponding to the second purchase; and 

means for generating a fifth signal corresponding to the second purchase, 
wherein the means for processing receives the fourth and fifth signals, to generate a 
signal corresponding to an offset of funds between the selected manufacturer and the 
second retailer . 

16. (currently amended) The processing system of claim 1 5 wherein the first 
retailer s yst e m includes a store having shelves, products on the shelves, and a display 
supported by one of the shelves, the display displaying a discount level for a product, 
and the means for method furth e r i nclud e s effecting the first purchase effects the first 
purchase in accordance with the display. 
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Claim 17 (cancelled). 

18. (original) The processing system of claim 17 wherein the second retailer is 
in competition with the first retailer. 

19. (currently amended) The processing system of claim 17 wherein the first 
computer system stores a third s ele ct e d manufactur e r i n clud e s a comput e r system 
stor i ng a f i rst monotory amount, corr e sponding to the pr i ce adju s tment, and a sooond 
monetary amount corresponding to a discount occurring in any retailer d i ff e r e nt syst e m 
of-diseoufrts for the product. 

20. (currently amended) The processing system of claim 1 7 wherein the first 
retailer includes a plurality of stores each located in a respective building, and means 
for receiving the first signal acts to receive a plurality of first signals from the plurality of 
stores. 

21 . (original) The processing system of claim 1 7 wherein the first system further 
includes a checkout station, the first signal path begins at the checkout station and the 
second signal path begins at the checkout station. 

Please add the following claims: 
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22. (new) The method of claim 5 wherein the discount occurring in any retailer is 
effected with a coupon. 
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